Investigations on the shedding of cercariae of Fasciola hepatica were carried out in Lymnaea truncatula in order to verify the existence of a low-frequency periodicity in the numerical distribution of metacercariae per snail and per day when the snails are raised under controlled conditions. Preadult L. truncatula were thus collected in the field, individually exposed to two miracidia, and subsequently raised until their death under constant temperature (20°C) and photoperiod (12 h/12 h diurnal rhythm). The 102 snails shedding parasites produced 24,325 metacercariae of which 5 % were floating cysts. The daily production of cercariae was maximal during the first 30 days of the patent period, subsequently decreased until day 114, and ceased on day 124. No infradian-type rhythm was noted in the daily distribution of mean values. The snails shed their cercariae in one to 14 waves ; 20.6 % and 15.7 % of the snails produced their parasites in four and five periods respectively. The authors suggest that the seven-day periodicity found by Audousset et al. ( 1989) in the daily distribution of cercariae produced by three colonies of L. truncatula raised in seminatural conditions must be attributed only to the influence of environmental factors. 
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The individual numbers of metacercariae recorded daily from the infected snails were averaged and their standard deviations determined. The mean daily values were then analyzed by a method of detecting activity rhythms (Broom, 1979; Théron, 1981) , such as the autocorrelation test. We have also studied the number of shedding waves during the patent period.
Each wave is characterized by the regular emission of 10 cercariae at least during one or several days, and is separated from the subsequent wave by an interwave of one day or more.
One-hundred-two snails shed parasites, yielding a frequency of 74 %. Their post-mortem height was 5.7 ± 0.6 mm (as compared with 7.2 ± 1.2 mm in controls).
The patent period began on day 44 (± 7.8 days) and . 1986, 1987) . Another infradian-type rhythm was also found by Audousset et al. (1989) in the daily distribution of F. hepatica cercariae produced by three colonies of L. truncatula raised in seminatural conditions (daily temperature varying between 8° and 22° C) but its periodicity was only seven days.
Our data demonstrate the absence of an infradiantype rhythm in the emission of E. hepatica cercariae when L. truncatula is raised under constant conditions. However, the experimental design (short acclimatization of snails and daily manipulations) may interfere with biological rhythm so that our results should be taken as preliminary. Another report (Dreyfuss and Rondelaud, 1994) gives also the same result in L. tomentosa infected by the same trematode and raised at 23° C. LJnder these conditions, there is a discordance between these data and those reported by Audousset et al. (1989 
